
Part 2  n  A Study of Individuals With Special Needs554

The Twenty-First Century:  
Challenges and Promise Present
The Javits legislation, reauthorized in 2001 as part of the No 
Child Left Behind Act (PL 107–110), was funded at $11.14 
million in fiscal year 2004. Congress approved an appropria-
tion of approximately $7.6 million for the Javits program in 
fiscal year 2008. The Javits funding was eliminated in 2010, 
curtailing research projects not yet completed. After a gap in 
funding, the Javits Act was funded again in 2013, and funding 
reached $12 million in 2016, the highest level in the history 
of the Javits Act. The National Center for Research on Gifted 
Education was also funded. Located at the University of 
Connecticut, the center has partnerships with the University 
of Virginia, Florida State University, and the University of 
California at Berkeley.

Academic standards have become increasingly important 
in the twenty-first century. The National Association for 
Gifted Children (2010) issued the Pre-K–Grade 12 Gifted 
Programming Standards. These standards focus on student 
outcomes and encourage collaboration among general educa-
tion teachers, special educators, and teachers of the gifted in 
an effort to assist students in achieving projected outcomes. 
In 2010, the National Governors Association Center for Best 
Practices in conjunction with the Council of Chief State 
School Officers put forth the Common Core State Standards 
Initiative (2016), which provided standards in mathematics 
and English/language arts for Grades K–12. In 2013, the 
Next Generation Science Standards (2016) became available 
and were adopted by several states. These curriculum stan-
dards have spurred interest in ensuring a significant content 

focus in schools linked with higher-level thinking—a “must” for all children, including 
those who are gifted and talented.

In December 2015, the Elementary and Secondary Education Act was reautho-
rized as the Every Student Succeeds Act (PL 114–95). This legislation changed the 
public school scene across the country, giving more authority to the states. The Javits 
Act was incorporated in this legislation, and students with gifts and talents are included 
in both Title I and Title II of the act.

Grade-level proficiency had been the focus of the No Child Left Behind Act since 
it was first enacted in 2001. Public Law 114–95 changed the reporting requirements 
for schools and school districts so that reporting of achievement now occurs across all 
levels, thus not setting “proficient” as the ceiling. For pupils with gifts and talents, the 
goal of reaching proficiency was very limiting as their level of achievement was often 
beyond what was being taught. When this occurred, reaching proficiency required 
them to move backwards or stand still.

Prevalence of Giftedness and Talent
Educators believe that approximately 3 to 5 percent of the school-age population is 
gifted (Clark, 2008). Of course, the number of students identified as gifted and talented 
depends on the definition of giftedness used by each state. Many pupils exhibit gifts 
and talents across several domains, and this overlap results in much higher estimates of 

The field of gifted education has expanded its understanding 
of intelligence.
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